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BREAKFAST ANYONE? 

Recently, I watched a You Tube video about the top 14 Fast Food Hamburger Restaurant Chains in 
the US.  What caught me by surprise was that McDonald’s was #14, Burger King was #13 and Wen-
dy’s was #12.  The same survey stated that In & Out Burger was #3, Shake Shack was #2, and #1 
was Culver’s.  Obviously, this was not a scientific survey nor were the results.  According to the vid-
eo, the results of this survey was that the three largest restaurant chains were inconsistent, of poor 
quality, and increasingly poor service.  They are probably correct but that does not make them #12, 
#13 and #14.  One thing that is true is that all three had a drop in same store sales, year over year. 

For the past four months, the Knights Breakfast has not been able to crack 40 guests.  In fact, a por-
tion of the less than forty guests were workers who chose to buy a ticket and eat.  I would guess that 
about 1/3 of the tickets sold were from workers. 

We have long been curious as to why our head count for the Knights Breakfast has been decreasing 
and we have yet to really understand why.  There have been a multitude of suggestions ranging from 
too many events to getting tired of the same old thing, month after month after month. 

Two weeks ago, a Knight made the suggestion about sending a questionnaire to our parishioners.  
The more I thought about it, the more it made sense.  I decided to discuss this with Father Anthony, 
and he thought that the questionnaire was a great idea.  Once the questionnaire is distributed to the 
congregation, I hope that their feedback will provide some insight and guidance on how to improve 
our Knights Pancake Breakfast. 

If we go back to the beginning of the Pancake Breakfast, the underlying purpose was to provide com-
munity for our parishioners.  It was an opportunity for them to come together and enjoy each other’s 
company over a meal.  I sincerely believe that this is still our purpose, and will continue to be so, as 
we certainly do not view it as a big fund raiser. 

The amazing thing about this function is that very few Knights attend the event beyond the workers.  
I urge the many Knights that are not attending the Knights Pancake Breakfast to respond to this ques-
tionnaire and voice your opinion anonymously.   

Your thoughts are most welcome and will be sincerely appreciated. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Chuck Donelson 
Grand Knight 



As we are in August, and have just celebrated the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary I thought that this month I 

would reflect on this great solemnity, and how it reflects, hopefully, that where Mary has gone, we will follow if 

we, like her, faithfully follow her Son.  

Many of the Catholic teachings about Mary are, despite what some non-Catholics may say, deeply rooted in Scrip-

ture. For example, the Catholic doctrine of Mary’s Immaculate Conception is rooted in the Old Testament visit of 

the Ark of the Covenant in a house just outside of Jerusalem (an important event that we often overlook but one 

that is fundamental to our Catholic belief in the Immaculate Conception; I will reflect more on that in the Novem-

ber or December newsletter). 

In the Tradition of the Church belief in the Assumption of Mary is a relatively late development, not appearing be-

fore the 6th century. But it has been widely held since then, and even Lutherans such as the great psychologist Carl 

Jung, can declare that the infallible declaration of belief in Mary’s Assumption into heaven at the end of her earth-

ly life, “was the most important religious event since the Reformation.”  

According to Jung the Catholic doctrine of Mary’s Assumption is not found in Scripture, a point I would disagree 

with. But he does acknowledge that “the Papal declaration made a reality of what had long been condoned.” The 

reality is that Mary’s Assumption WAS widely held in East and West until the Reformation and Pope Pius XII simply 

formally defined the faith of the Church. Indeed when, in 1946 Pius XII asked the bishops, clergy and laity for their 

opinion about possibly formally defining Mary’s Assumption, only 6 out of 1181 had concerns about such a decla-

ration, showing the widespread belief in Mary’s Assumption. 

In defining the Dogma of the Assumption, Pope Pius XII gave four theological reasons to support this traditional 

belief. Firstly, the decaying of our bodies after death is because of Original Sin but Mary, because she was con-

ceived without Original Sin by virtue of her Immaculate Conception, was not subject to that decaying of our bod-

ies. Secondly, because Mary was full of grace, as Elizabeth had declared to her, it made sense that she should be 

already with her Son in glory in heaven. Thirdly, because of her unique role working alongside her Son in his saving 

work, it was appropriate that Mary should share with her Son’s glory in heaven. And, finally, there is a biblical 

precedent for Mary’s Assumption in the way that the prophet Elijah was raised to heaven in a fiery chariot at the 

end of his earthly life and so, implicitly, it’s not inappropriate to say that something like that couldn’t happen to 

Mary. 



The Church, in her infinite wisdom, never declares whether Mary died and was assumed into heaven, or whether 

she never died and was simply assumed into heaven. But Pope St. John Paul II did point out, and I think correctly, 

that, as her Son had died in his human flesh, so it is more appropriate to think that Mary would have followed suit. 

As Pope St. John Paul II said, “The Mother is not superior to the Son who underwent death.” 

So, ultimately, Pope Pius XII declared in 1950, in the last infallible declaration, that Mary, “at the end of her earthly 

life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” There are at least three important points in that brief state-

ment. Firstly, “at the end of her earthly life”, making clear, as I said earlier, that it doesn’t define whether Mary 

died or not. Secondly, she was assumed, meaning she was taken up to heaven. Mary, as a creature could not AS-

CEND to heaven like her Son did, but needed to be taken up to heaven, emphasizing that it wasn’t something she 

could merit. Thirdly, she was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory. She is the first fruits of her Son’s Resur-

rection; she has joined him in heavenly glory and we, as followers of Christ, are destined to join her in glory at the 

end of time; where Jesus and Mary have gone, we are called to follow. And that is why it is good to celebrate 

Mary’s Assumption! 



Pope Leo XIV Sends Video Greeting to Knights of Columbus 

Use the  

Hot Link  Below !!! 

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/events/convention/2025/papal-greeting.html#
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/news-room/events/convention/2025/papal-greeting.html


Annual Report of the Supreme 

Knights of Columbus 143rd Supreme Convention | Knights of Columbus 

Patrick Kelly Supreme Knight 

View the Supreme Knight 

Patrick Kelly’s 32 page Annual 

Report by clicking on this  

Learn more about  the convention  

using the link below. 

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/events/supreme-convention/2025/annual-report-of-the-supreme-knight.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/events/supreme-convention/2025/index.html


Lecturer’s Minute 

Sir Knight Darwin Reeck 

Every Sunday morning a man took a light jog around a park near his home.  There’s a 

lake located in one corner of the park.  Each time he jogged by this lake, he saw the 

same elderly woman sitting at the water’s edge with a small metal cage sitting beside 

her. 

This past Sunday his curiosity got the best of him so he stopped jogging and walked over 

to her.  As he got closer, he realized that the metal cage was, in fact, a small trap.  There 

were three turtles, unharmed, slowly walking around the base of the trap.  She had a 

fourth turtle in her lap that she was carefully scrubbing with a sponge brush. 

“Hello,” he said.  “I see you here every Sunday morning.  If you don’t mind my nosiness, 

I’d love to know what you are doing with these turtles.” 

She smiled.  “I’m cleaning off their shells,” she replied.  “Anything on a turtle’s shell, like 

algae or scum, reduces the turtle’s ability to absorb heat and impedes its ability to 

swim.  It can also corrode and weaken the shell over time.” 

“Wow!  That’s really nice of you!”  he exclaimed. 

She went on:  “I spend a couple of hours each Sunday morning, relaxing by this lake and 

helping these little guys out.  It’s my own strange way of making a difference.” 

“But don’t most freshwater turtles live their whole lives with algae and scum hanging 

from their shells?” he asked. 

“Yep, sadly, they do,” she replied. 

to make the world a better place! 



He scratched his head.  “Well then, don’t you think your time could be better spent?  I 

mean, I think your efforts are kind and all, but there are freshwater turtles living in lakes 

all around the world.  And 99% of these turtles don’t have kind people like you to help 

them clean off their shells.  So, no offense… but how exactly are your localized efforts 

here truly making a difference?” 

The woman giggled aloud.  She then looked down at the turtle in her lap, scrubbed off 

the last piece of algae from its shell, and said, “Sweetie, if this little guy could talk, he’d 

tell you that I just made all the difference in the world.” 



Knights Gear Council #15821 Name Tag & Shirt Vendor 

EDWARD L. DALEY 
MICHAEL L. SELLNER 
RANDY BROWN 
GEORGE BECKER 
CHARLES ZONE 
JOSEPH P. SCHULTE 
GEORGE M. MC COLOGAN JR. 
ANTHONY T. IOVINE 
KEVEN SHEPARD 
ED. J. STORK  

https://knightsgear.com/


#1818 News 
Thursday, August 21, - Assembly meeting, rosary at 5:30 PM, dinner at 6:00 and meeting at 6:45 

Thursday, August 28, 7:00 PM - Bourbon and Brothers, small bldg. next to Knight's Hall,  512 Substantion Rd., Ven-
ice, FL 34285. Taste 20 varieties of bourbon and talk about anything with a priest in a group setting sponsored by 
Our Lady of Lourdes. 

Wednesday, September 10, 8:45 AM - No Veteran Forgotten at Sarasota National Cemetery with optional break-
fast following the event. 

Thursday, September 18 - Assembly meeting, rosary at 5:30 PM, dinner at 6:00 and meeting at 6:45. 

The Football Pool is sold out so participants; just wait for your winnings! 



Backpack Brigade 

Our Ladies Auxiliary joined again with the Tiny Hands Foundation’s 

Backpack Brigade. The Brigade puts together backpacks by filling them 

with school supplies. These are prepared for Sarasota and Bradenton 

communities’ children in need. The Tiny Hands Foundation is a non-profit 

organization who serves underprivileged families in these areas. 

Our next Ladies Auxiliary meeting will be held on Monday September 8th at 

6:30 at Tillotson Hall. Our guest speaker will be Ann Monville who works 

with Healthy Start. Healthy Start works with pregnant women and children 

till the age of 3. Many cannot afford to purchase books for their children. 

To promote literacy a gift of a durable book is requested. Board books, 

cloth or bathtub books work best for this age group and will greatly help. 

Please consider donation of a children’s book.



Always pray for one another, God hears every word! 

Please pray for Dee Hamil and her son who is recovering from surgery, 

Rob and Sandy Wucki’s dad, Jim Voskovitch who has received blessings in 

his needs of recovery and The Gaviria Family. 

From Padre Pio: 

Charity is the Queen of Virtues. 

As pearls are held together by a string, so all the Virtues are held together 

by charity.

Pinchers was the gathering place of the Ladies Auxiliary’s latest 

luncheon. We were all pinched and rightfully deserving! As always, a 

lovely and relaxing time of building friendship and community!



For God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish 

but may attain eternal life. John 3:16 
New Catholic Bible 



This Easter, the University of Notre Dame saw a record number of students enter the Catholic Church. This trend is happening 
not just at Notre Dame but around the country. Los Angeles welcomed more than 5,500 new Catholics. The New York 
Post ran an essay entitled “Young people are converting to Catholicism en masse [. . .]” As reporter Matthew McDon-
ald wrote in another article, “Dioceses are reporting increases of 30%, 40%, 50% and even more than 70%.”  

Not just in the United States but around the world, a growing number of adults—mostly young adults—joined the Church. In 
Austria, there was an 85 percent increase in the number of adult baptisms. In his essay “Adult Baptisms: What’s Driving the 
Rise?,” Luke Coppen reports large increases in Belgium, Canada, and Mongolia. Catholic conversions are also rising in Kosovo. 
In Sweden, the Catholic Church is growing, again with young adult converts. The Washington Times reported, “France sees a 
record surge in conversions to Catholicism.” In England, another article noted that it is “the young converts leading Catholi-
cism’s UK comeback.” 

As recent convert Sydney Johnston put it, “There’s just something so beautiful and transcendent about the rituals and the an-
cient history in the Catholic Mass that’s been preserved. . . . The church really communicates a degree of reverence that I didn’t 
find in the more liberal, laissez-faire approach of nondenominational churches.” Although many people begin their journey to 
the Church online, the destination is personal, concrete, and incarnational.  

Her first exposure to Mass came as a music major at Penn State, where she studied—and loved—the settings of the Requiem 
Mass, by Mozart and Verdi. Then she learned about Gregorian chant, which she connected with on a spiritual level. “It was just 
hearing how simple and exposed it was.”  

These days, it’s not unusual for an interest in the divine to be piqued by aesthetics. Bishop Robert Barron, a popular Catholic 
media personality, has said that in the individualistic, materialistic world of modern America—a world where talking about mo-
rality is passé and theology is dull—“the best way to evangelize” is to start with what’s beautiful about Catholicism. Then you 
move to what’s good, then to what’s true. In other words, for many people, it is more effective to begin by appealing to their 
eyes or their ears than their hearts or minds. 

The Church is in a prime position to supply what is lacking in today’s culture. As Professor Jeffrey Pojanowski a leading legal 
scholar at Notre Dame pointed out: 

In a disembodied time, [the Church] is resolutely concrete: the splash of holy water, the smear of oil, the pinch of exorcising salt, 

the smell of incense, the quiet voice of absolution in your ear, the gentle slap of confirmation, Blaise’s candles on your throat, 

the laying on—or grasp—of hands, the gentle ache of the knees at consecration, the weird, withered relic of a saint, and, of 

course, the taste of bread and wine that are, mysteriously, His flesh and blood—suffering embraced and given loving meaning. 

This revolution will not be digitized.  

As so many young people around the world have recently discovered, the Church offers what cannot be found anywhere else. 

Isn’t it just the ritual and the pageantry and the history that are bringing in the crowds.” Really? Why not just say His Name? 

Jesus Christ is drawing people to Himself. Our purpose as a Church, from the Pope down to the newest baptized Catholic is to 

point the Way toward Him. “The fields are ripe and ready for harvest….” 

This article contains excerpts from the following sources: “Why are so many young adults becoming Catholic?”, Word on Fire, May 7,2025 : “How Catholi-

cism got Cool”, The Free Press, June 4, 2025:”New Catholics Share their Stories”, EWTN.UK 

Knight Tom McDermitt 

Catholicism is Cool Again!

https://irishrover.net/2025/03/notre-dame-sees-record-surge-in-ocia-participants/
https://www.ncregister.com/cna/los-angeles-archdiocese-reports-highest-number-of-easter-converts-in-10-years
https://nypost.com/2025/04/17/lifestyle/why-young-people-are-converting-to-catholicism-en-masse/
https://www.ncregister.com/news/easter-converts-2024-by-the-numbers
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/adult-baptisms-whats-driving-the
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/adult-baptisms-whats-driving-the
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/adult-baptisms-whats-driving-the
https://aleteia.org/2025/02/14/anti-catholic-prejudice-disappearing-in-sweden-says-cardinal
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2025/apr/14/france-sees-record-surge-conversions-catholicism/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2025/apr/14/france-sees-record-surge-conversions-catholicism/
https://theweek.com/religion/the-young-converts-leading-catholicisms-uk-comeback
https://nypost.com/2025/04/17/lifestyle/why-young-people-are-converting-to-catholicism-en-masse/?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=nypost&utm_medium=social
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNmxfy_wEYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBMOwZFpZX0
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2025/04/97698/


On The Cover 

Chuck Donelson is installed for 

his second term as Grand Knight—July 2025 



Knights of Columbus Florida State Council 

IMMOKALEE REPORT 

Knight Horatio Hoggard 

Community Director—Immokalee Food Drive 

August 2025 

Food Collected : 1,540 LBS 

Funds Collected : $ 900.00 

Total Value Delivered : $ 5,520.00 

Great Job Everyone & Thanks !!!! 

https://www.floridakofc.org/




Dan & Linda Anulare in Alaska on a Princess Boat 

Jean, Christina , Ethan & Sean Milord 

Vacation in the Blue Ridge Mountains GA 

SMH Volunteer Fun 

Granddaughter Justine’s 

College Graduation 

NEW Great Grandson Roka 

( 11 months ) In Nashville  

Grand Niece’s Confirmation 

Dinner in Michigan 

John Calkins 

In the third week of May Sue and I took a trip back to Minnesota to see our first 
great-granddaughter for the first time (Paisley Jade).  On the way home we 
stopped in Nashville for a evening  at the Grand Ole Opry. 
In mid July we took a much shorter journey to the Space Coast of Florida to tour 
the Kennedy Space Center and spend some time at Cocoa Beach. 
Darwin & Sue Reeck  



Summer is the time when we are the most a part.  Here is some SUMMER NEWS to keep us all in touch !!! 

Sheri and I attended our first 
grandson’s graduation in Madi-
son, N. J. In June.  Ryan graduat-
ed with high honors and will be 
attending the University of Colo-
rado, Boulder.  He has been ac-
cepted into the Aerospace Engi-
neering Honors Program.   

Dennis Pollack 

Family and friends on the Au Sable river in northern Michigan         
Ron Balaze  PGK 

Benji Story’s 1st day of school 

A.J. Magliolo PGK 

Middletown Peach Festival with 

Charlotte & Jane     Gerard Bernard 



Son Joe ( Norfolk VA ) & Daughter Megan ( Exton PA )  

Joe & Tracy Frech 

Tracy’s elephant  

birthday celebration 

Cutty Hawk MA 

Cool Boat –Newport  Edgartown MA 

Sunset Dutch Harbor 

Jamestown RI 

Stewart and I took a fantastic cruise to Alas-
ka.  We started in Seattle with an extra stay over so I could get together with my brother and sister in law who lives there.  Then 
headed to Alaska.  We saw whales, otters, sea lions, eagles and of course many glaciers.  The wilderness is breathtaking.  We 
learned about the Indians that live there and their customs, tasted local food and watched traditional Ceremonial dances.  



Lou & Althea Nagy 

Graceland Memphis with friends from NY           Lower Mississippi River Cruise ending in New Orleans 



Council Calendar Sept / Oct 2025 

Aug 

Mark Your Calendars !!! 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Icon 

Will be at OLMC 

Dec 16th—Dec 22nd 

How Special to Enhance our Advent Celebration 

Sept 

Oct 

22nd         Knights Breakfast Set Up                TBD        8:30 am 

24th  Knights Breakfast    TBD  After All Masses 

25th  Officers Meeting    Hall  7:00 pm 

31st  Fraternal Brunch     ( Moved to Sun Sept 7th ) 

4th          Prayer of the Holy Rosary    Hall          6:30 pm 

  Council Meeting    Hall  7:00 pm 

5th  First Friday Mass    OLMC  8:30 am 

6th &7th Immokalee Food Drive—Bags Handout OLMC  After All Masses 

7th  Fraternal Brunch    TBD  Noon 

12th  Set Up OLMC Dinner    Hall  8:30 am 

13th  OLMC Dinner     Hall  5:00 pm 

13th & 14th Immokalee Food Drive—Food Collection OLMC  Before All Masses 

22nd  Officers Meeting    Hall  7:00 pm 

26th  Set Up Knights Breakfast   Hall  8:30 am 

28th  Knights Breakfast    Hall  After All Masses 

2nd          Prayer of the Holy Rosary    Hall          6:30 pm 

  Council Meeting    Hall  7:00 pm 

3rd           First Friday Mass    OLMC          8:30 am 

4th & 5th     Immokalee Food Drive—Bags Handout OLMC  After All Masses 

             Membership Drive    OLMC       After All Masses 

11th   Set Up OLMC 25 yr dinner   Hall   TBD 

11th & 12th  Immokalee Food Drive—Food Collection OLMC  Before All Masses 

12th  OLMC 25 yr Dinner    Hall  TBD 

24th  Knights Breakfast set up   Hall  8:30 am 

26th  Knights Breakfast    Hall  After All Masses 

27th  Officers Meeting    Hall  7:00 pm  



Sept   6th &7th 

Sept   13th & 14th  


